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A RARE AND BEAUTIFUL ORCHID 
by Tom Patullo 


Gladenia deformis - Bluebeard Caladenia, also sometimes called Blue Fairies, 
generally thought to be a rare orchid in our area, However it has been 
r@orted to be more numerous this year, evidentally conditions have been ideal 
for its growth, Graham Hill and Jack Kellam have reported it from a couple 

of areas in the Whipstick, in increased numbers, also several reported specimens 
frm the Junortoun area. I personally was shown ample evidence of a large 
number in the Spring Creek area, just north of Inglewood. A noticable feature 
of these was the fact that there were a number of groups of two or three 
stas very close together, which suggests to me that there has been a tuber 
increase from last season, This is not normal for the Caladenias, as the 
usial tuber replacement is only one for one. 


his is a beautiful orchid, purplish blue in colour, and in form, somewhat 
resembling the common Waxlip Orchid, but a difference in the arrangement of 
column and labellium is immediately apparent. The labellum being large, 
fixed and hairy at the tip. The orchid is widespread in distribution in Vic. 
N.S.W., S.A., and W.A., but rare in our area. 


Another Orchid observation 


Reently it was brought to my notice, that among a colony of Pterostylis nutans,. 
the Nodding Greenhood, there were a number which had straight stems, devoi 

of the usual nodding appearance. After discussion it was thought that it was 
because the straight ones had been pollinated, and when the ovary began 

to swell the stem straightened. 


This has been proved to be correct, with the pot of cultivated Pt.nutans in 

my shadehouse. Being convenient to keep the orchids under observation every 
day, I have noticed that as the ovary begins to swell, the stem straightens, 
and before the flower begins to fade the plant takes on a different appearance. 
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HRD OBSERVERS GROUP REPORT 


The Annual Meeting was held on Friday September 2nd with a good attendance of 
manbers. Elections resulted as follows:- 


RESIDENT Glenise Moors (Re-elected) 
VUE PRESIDENT John Burtonclay (Re-elected) 
SIRETARY Nancy Stone (Re-elected) 


ASST, SECRETARY Don Franklin (Re-elected) 
HRD OF THE NIGHT SUB-COMMITTEE Hugh Milne, Jack Kellam and Bill Flentje 
(All re-elected) 
NCES & OBSERVATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE John Burtoncley, Tom Burton and Don Franklin 
(re-elected) and Glenise Moors and David MacDonald (elected). 


Jeck Kellam extended to Glenise Moors congratulations on her successful first 
tam as President; this was warmly endorsed by all present. Jack also pointed 
out that Glenise was the first woman president that we had had, and that he had 
bem the first president of the Group when it was formed. He further pointed to 
the large amount of work done by B.0.G. members, evidenced by our contributions 
to "Whirrakee". = 

M the General meeting that followed, we had a discussion on the relationship 

s far as habitat is concerned, between Noisy Miners, Blue-faced Honeyeaters 
and Grey Butcherbirds. 

Although a good deal of material was produced, and a certain member's fondness 
fa stressing the liking of Brown Falcons for a diet of rabbit-meat was duly 
noted, the only firm conclusion reached was that we need to do a lot more 
observing before we can come to a firm conclusion. 


t Be 
BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP - BIRD OF THE NIGHT DISCUSSION - MARCH 1988 


SCGALY THRUSH - ZOOTHERA DAUMA 
Other common names - Mountain Thrush, Australian Ground Thrush... . 


GLL: Mainly a two noted musical call, with variations, and less: frequently a 
jusical song. Calls are usually given before dusk in winter and spring, except 
then breeding, sometimes at dawn, and occasionally during the day. 


APPEARANCE: A medium-sized bush bird 26 to 29 cm long, Above plumage is 
brown to honey-brown, and below whitish with many crescent shaped brown 
merkings, The large brown eyes are surrounded by a whitish patch, and the legs 
are flesh coloured, When the bird stands still, the plumage merges into the 
ground vegetation, and it is difficult to distinguish from the background, 
&xes similar. 


FABITAT: Usually a bird of wet woodland gullies and rainforests. It has been 
jecordeda in the Bendigo Whipstick, but is a resident in areas to the south 
anl east of Bendigo within about 25 miles, and where it has been recorded nesting 
in Pinus radiata plantations on two occasions. 


FOOD: It mainly feeds on the ground from insects, earthworms, snails, native 
beries and fruit. 


REEDING: Nesting usually begins very early, from July onwards. The nest is a 
ep, open, saucer-shape, composed of bark strips, grass and leaves, lined 
with fine rootlets, and usually adorned on the outside with green moss. 
% is often built on a fork in a tree, sometimes on a stump or other suitable 
edge, sometimes low down but up to 30 feet or more above ground. Two or three 
eggs are laid, variable in colour but usually light green with reddish-brown 
freckles and blotehes. Incubation and fledging periods are not know, 


FABITS: The birds are usually quiet and unobtrusive, often hidden by undergrowth 
@ they feed on the ground and therefore not often seen, If seen they usually 
lower the head and body and run a few steps forward and stop abruptly without . 
further movement, relying on their camouflage for them to appear invisible. 

Tley may appear singly, in pairs, or a small family party and remain in the same 
area throughout the year. Feed by making quiek, prodding movements with their 
beak, then pausing, as though listening or watching for movement, 


GINERAL: One pair of birds was recorded in an area of dense moist undergrowth 
qrer a period of at least twelve months in the Whipstick forest. 
(ther observations include the Big Hill range, Mt.Alexander and the Dargyle 
Reserve near Heathcote. Fairly dense shrub and ground vegetation is a favoured 
vironment particularly when associated with moist gullies. 

They often use a very considerable quantity of green moss in the construction 
of the nest. The nest is sometimes built in the crown of a tree fern. 

The song consists of series of variable musical notes and of short duration 
with pauses between each short series. The calls on a quiet evening are strong 
ermugh to be heard at least a hundred yards away. Most bird books describe 

the calls as weak, or only heard when the bird is close. 


compiled by Bill Flentje. 


BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS 
From the Bird Obser¥ers Group meeting of 2/9/88 
Special project birds (Pallid Cuckoo, Little Falcon, White-winged Triller) 


llid Cuckoo, 1, Whipstick, 21/8/88 
" uD 1, Strathdale, 25/8/88 
U Wi common in the Inglewood district; first recorded for season 
on 14/7/88 
Mu x Mitiamo, 30-31/7/88 
little Falcon, 1, Huntly, 17/4/88 


Migrants 


Reedvarbler, 1, Kennington Reservoir, 29/8/88 
Binted Honeyeater, 1, near Inglewood, 26/8/88 
Rifous Songlark,:2, near Inglewood 

Hed Currawong, up to 10, Strathdale, 28/8-5/9/88 
Flame Robin, 3, Kingower Forest, 22/8/88 


Other sightings 


rimson Rosella, 3 parties at Strathfieldsaye on 16/8/88 - 
2 immatures, 4 immatures, and 1 adult. 

Ndsy Miners with young in the nest, Strathfieldsaye, 16/8/88 
White-browed Babbler with young just out of the nest, Lyal Glen, 31/8/88 
Vhite-winged Chough feeding (?) on a lizard, Sedgwick, 28/8/88 
Gey Fantail lutino (yellow bird), Kingower Forest, 28/8/88 
Gey-crowned Babbler, about 15, Lake Eppalock, 2/4/88 
hoded Robin, 2 pairs, Lake Eppalock, 2/4/88 
Crested Pigeon, 3, Mandurang South, 29/8/88 
Tree Sparrow, 2, central Bendigo, 22/8/88 
Rlican, 1, Inglewood, 30/7/88 
Frolga, 1, Tang Tang Swamp, 14/8/88 
White-fronted Chat, pair, Redesdale, 18/8/88 
Gilberts Whistler, 1 male, Mosquito Creek, 13/8/88 

" " 1, north-east Wellsford Forest, 28/8/88 


Lists submitted 


Srathfieldsaye, 16/8/88 

he Tree Hill, 26/8/88 

lisquito Creek, 24/7/88 

NMsauito Creek, 9 and 13/8/88 

som, 15-16/8/88 

Yellsford Forest, 28/8/88 

Brricks Forest, 30-31/7/88 

Maiden Gully, July 1988 

Sdewick, 20/8/88 

M,. Alexander, 19/8/88 

Bendigo city, monthly lists, Oct. 1987 - June 1988 
27 historical lists for the Bendigo area from 10/1/82-1/2/86 
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS continued 


Our records were recently put to use in response to a request for information 
atout the Swift Parrot from a Tasmanian researcher, We were able to provide 
D records, many of which contained details of feeding and food supply. 


Records relating to the three special project birds announced in the last 
Whirrakee have already started coming in. A Little Falcon was seen flying 
orer farmland with scattered houses at Huntly. Very soon the White-winged 
Trillers will arrive, and records of plumage and nesting right through the 
jwriod of their stay will be very welcome, 


i appears that this is indeed a year for cuckoos. At Inglewood, Pallid 
Cwrkoos have been seen consistantly in twos or threes, and the same species 
emtributes to the dawn chorus at Strathdale, Fan-tailed, Black-eared, 
lbrsefield Bronze and Shining Bronze Cuckoos have all taken up residence at 
Ingle: wood. One observation of Pallid Cuckoos is of particular interest. 
Apair of Pallids at Inglewood were seen to be attended by a pair of Eastern 
Rsellas. A number of birds, mostly smaller than the Pallid Cuckoo, are 
warasitized by it, and may feel the need to keep an eye on the Cuckoos. 
Tbwever, the Eastern Rosella is a most unlikely host for the Cuckoo's eggs 
fr a number of reasons, including the very different food consumed by the 
young - cuckoos are reared on insects and suck like, whilst young Rosellas 
are raised on regurgitated seed. Keep up the records of the Pallid Cuckoo. 


The main breeding season has now begun, ‘Early bird! reports of Noisy Miners 
md White-browed Babblers with young were presented at the meeting. However, 
it was suggested that the Noisy Miner breeds at any time of the year. In the 
Readers Digest Complete Book of Australian Birds (1976 edition) it is stated 
that the Noisy Miner 'Breeds mainly June-December, but at least in Queensland 
fh all months.' 


fs the change to spring comes we see the changeover of migratory species in 
the area. The Flame Robins were last seen on 22/8/88 at Inglewood, after a 
lege number of sightings in that area. However, in the Bendigo area they 
semed to be relatively scarce. Late in their season, we at last have a report 
d¢ Pied Currawongs, with a flock of up to 10 coming into a garden at Strathdale 
+ feed on berries of an unknown bush. 


Tre next wave of migrants arriving includes the Rufous Songlark and Painted 
Honeyeater at Inglewood, as well as Australian Reed Warblers and all the 
ewkoos. The Rufous Songlark records from Inglewood indicate a similar arrival 
date each year. 


THs month there was an interesting report from the Kingower area of a Grey 
Bntail heard, but perhaps disconcertingly, when sighted it was yellow. 

th closer inspection, the bird was seen to be definitely an adult Grey Fantail, 
tt with a distinctly yellow chest and abdomen and paler yellow on the 
underside of the tail. It is assumed to be a part lutino. 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST JULY, 1988 


BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 


Balances Brought Forward 


1A22.99 
5,119.63 


- General Account 
- Publication Account 


297.56 
470. 39 


- State Bank A/c.No.614-6439-4439-20 3,500.00 


- State Bank A/ce.No,614-6439-4536-90 1,555.34 


Add Receipts 
Grant C.F. & L.Dept. B'go Flower Book 5,000.00 


1,703.00 
56.00 
55.80 

3744 
468.74 
15,50 

1.40 
15.00 
38.51 
Sane en meee 


8,596.02 


Membership Fees 
Subscriptions 

Sale of Publications 

Suppers 

Bank Interest 

Donations 

Postage 

Excursions & Public Lectures 
Miscellaneous 


Less Payments 


60.95 
669.09 
91.36 
182.00 
% 00 
110.00 


148.30 
23.00 


105.09 
22.94 


20.00 


60.00 - 
2.00 
32.00: 
19.09 
19,09 


$5,623.29 Balance of Cash on Hand as at 31/7/88 
reflected by the following account balances - 


297.56 
410, 39 
3,500.00 
1, 555.34 


$5,823.29 


and as 


Whirrakee 
Publications for Resale 


_Postages 
_ ibscriptions 


Repairs 

ketty Cash 

Ihdex 1987 

Insurance 

P.0,Box Fee 

Signatory "The Age" 
Stationery 

Bank Charges 

Australia Post Lodgement Fee 
Incorporation Fee 

Checxlists of Bendigo Birds: 
Excursions & Public Lectures 
Room Hire 

Library. Acquisitions 

Food Social Night 


Objection - Dept. of Ind, & Tech. 


- General Account 
~ Publication Account 


1,845.00 
181,50 
1, 302.90 
60.93 
450.75 
74.00 
1,50 


359.07 
510.99 


- State Bank A/c.No.614-6439-4439-20 4,000.00 
- State Bank A/c.No.614-6439-4536-90 6,682.81 


$11,552.87 


5 823.29 


8,916.58 
14,739.87 


IT have prepared the above statement of receipts and payments and in 
addition I have examined the supporting documents and records in an 
honorary capacity and I am able to report that in my opinion the 
statement of receipts and payments as shown above fairly reflect the 
eash transactions that have taken place on behalf of the Bendigo Field 
Naturalists Club during the financial year ended 31lst.July 1988 
B,V.Frewin F.C.A. Honorary Auditor 


BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Address for correspondence, P.0.Box 396, Bendigo 3550. 


OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1987-88 


PRESIDENT Rob Moors Mandurang South Rd.,R.S.D.Sedgwick - 39 6254 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Win Demeo Kamarooka, R.S.D.Raywood 36 9226 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Bruce Wallace 20 Pearce St., Eaglehawk 46 7325 
SECRETARY Jane Cleary 24 Goynes Rd., Epsom 48 4396 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY Glenise Moors Mandurang South Rd., R.S.D.Sedgwick 39 6254 
TREASURER Helene Boon Kamarooke, R.S.D.,Raywood 36 9252 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo Kamarooka, R.S.D., Raywood "36 °9226 
EXCURSION/SYLLABUS ' John Lindner Burns St., Axedale ~ 39 7308 
ORGANISER : 

LIBRARIAN Jane Cleary 24 Goynes Rd., Epsom 48 4396 
WHIRRAKEE CO-ORDINATOR Graham Hill 31 Curnow St., Golden Square. 42 4016 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Clut is open to all those interested 
in natural history. The membership subscription rates are: Single $13.00, 
Family $17. 00, Pensioner and Children $8.00. Whirrakee subscription only $13.00. 


General Mectings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the Conference 
coms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. Meetings start at 
7.30 P.M. and conclude with supper. The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special Services 
Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 
Full day excursions normally commence at 10,00 a.m. (usually on a Sunday). 

Half day excursions normally commence at 2.00 p.m. and may be either a Saturday 
or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the weekend following 
the General Meeting. Campouts.are held several times in a year, usually 
coinciding with long weekends or holiday pericds. 


The RB. F.N.C. has five sub-groups:- 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday of the month at the 
‘Agriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. 


The BOTANY GROUP meets on the fourth Thursday of the month at 7.30 p.m. 
in member's homes as announced in the monthly Diary. 
Convenor: Graham Hill (42 4016), 


The CONSERVATION GROUP meets on an "as required" basis. As fay as practicable, 
etings details will be advertised in the "Whirrakee' Diary. 
Convenor: Rod Fyffe, 546 Hargreaves St., Bendigo (43 7673). 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thursday of the month, at 7.30 p. m. 
im member's homes as announced in the monthly Diary 

President: Ian Fenselau, Buckland Street, White Hills. 48 4384 

Secretary: Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabille Cr., Kennington 43 4063 


The JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP meets on the first Sunday intthe month, 
from 2.00 p.M, 60 5,00 p.M., at the Education Department Special Services 
Complex, Havlin St. East, Bendigo. Group activities are open to the 8-18 years 
age group, together with their younger brothers and sisters, if accompanied 
by parents, (Parents will be needed for help with transportation on excursions. ) 
Organisers: Jane Cleary, Goynes Rd., White Hills. (48 4396) . 

Tan Fenselau, Buckland St., White HIlls (48 4384) 


Mh? MRS RoE ALLE 
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BEM 1c schartaal 
- DIARY - 
MEETINGS 
Wed ,Oct.12 Speaker: Keith Twyford 
Subject: Errinundra Plateau 
Wai.Nov. 9 ‘Speaker: ' Dr. ‘Tom Burton - 
Subject: Frogs 
EXCURSIONS 
Sun, Oct.16 Wellsford Forest. Leader: Greg. Fraser. 
(Whole Day) Meet at 10.00 a.m. in Havlin Street. 
Bring lunch and afternoon tea. 
Sun.0ct. 30 Emu Creek Arboretum. Leader: Geoff Gibson (owner ) 
(Half Day) Meet at 2.00 p.m. in Havlin Street. 
Latecomers: Leave Bendigo by Strathfieldsaye Road, turn off 
on Emu Creek Road and keep on this road (i.e. do not turn off 
on the road to Sedgwick), Turn up Vahland Rd., 9 km from the 
Strathfieldsaye Road. Admission: Adults $2,00, Students and 
Pensioners $1.00, Children free. Guided tour at 3.30 p.m. 
Bring afternoon tea. 
gn.Nov.13 (Whole Day) Excursion with Castlemaine F.N.C. Details later. 
Sun, Dec.18 To be decided. 


.BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


fi.Nov.4th 7,30 p.m. Department of Agriculture, Epsom. 
Speaker: Rob Watkins Subject: Barn Owls. 
Bird of The Night - Wedge-tailed Eagle. — 


BCTANY GROUP 

Thurs.0¢ct.27 7,30 p.m, at J.Kellams home, 7 Patrick St., Bendigo. 

MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP | 

Tmurs.O0ct.20 7,30 p.m. at Graham Hill's home, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square. 
JUNOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP 

Sun.Nov.6 Bushbirds, A repeat of the very popular excursion held 


Tast year. Binoculars required. Joost Brouwer leader. 
The assembly point for excursions is behind Langley Hall in 
Rob Street, White Hills. 


COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wed, Oct.19 8.00 p.m. at L. Hamilton's home, Cnr Calder Highway and 
Smith Rd., Maiden Gully. 

W.V.F.N.C.A. CAMPOUT ~ WANGARATTA WARBY RANGES 

@TOBER 21-23 See Jane Cleary for further details. 


